print a whole page of excuses our readers would be little the wiser; therefore, we content ourselves with observing that the delay has been advantageous, inasmuch as it enables us to judge of the clinical performances of Schonlein, as well as of his labours at the desk. We begin with the latter.
Medicine concerns itself with life generally, and with the life of man specially. Man is a part of the general system of the universe, and in common with all other organisms, seeks to separate himself from the great whole, and to be manifested as an independent entity. The great whole resists, antagonizes this effort;?a contest arises between the egoistic and planetary principles; and so long as the latter is equipoised according to their mode of operation and the organ on which they act. Stone in the bladder or gall-ducts, and monstrosities belong to this head. Hurtful agencies of internal origin may consist, a, of increased or diminished power, physical or psychical, as paralysis of the muscles, loss of memory, &c.: b, in suppressed or increased secretion, as of the saliva, urine, &c.: c, in a peculiar derangement of the soul, with which insensibility to other impressions is connected. The emotions belong to this class, which may be divided into the depressing and exciting.
The second circumstance determining the forms of disease is the organ on which the hurtful agent acts. All organs have a receptivity for hurtful agents,?a predisposition to disease, which is greater or less as the organ is, or is not, in a state of evolution. The evolution may be either permanent or periodic; the former may be subdivided into the true period of evolution, or youth ; middle age ; and the period of involution, or old age.
The physiological characters of these successive stages of development and decline are known, as well as their pathological relations, or (in Schonlein phrase) the receptivity of the organs during each stage.
The third circumstance determining the forms of disease, is the individuality of the subject on which the hurtful agencies operate. The points to be noticed specially under this head, are, the temperament , sex, and idiosyncracy.
Contagion. Schonlein breaks off abruptly from the true sequence of his ideas to the subjects of contagion and spontaneous generation. We, however, follow the master mediciner in his own way. There are hurtful agencies which originate in the organism, and excite disease, and which are communicable to another organism, and excite similar disease. They are developed from spontaneous diseases, either in solitary or many individuals. The contagions developed in solitary individuals have their origin in the so-called acrid humours (Scharfe, acrimonia.) Acrimony of the humours is understood to mean a peculiar derangement of the quality of the animal chemistry: as, for example, a peculiar condition of the blood, saliva, &c. Two particulars are to be noted regarding contagion : 1, the basis, or materies ; 2, the setherial or active principle. The materies may be in the form of a fluid, a vapour, or a gas. The nature of the active principle is unknown, but Schonlein thinks it allied to free electricity; because firstly, it is perceptible to the taste and smell, as is also galvanic action (!) ; secondly, because certain electrical bodies are the best media of contagion, as glass, resin, silk (!) . Symptoms " 3. Symptoms of reaction. The fever is distinctly remittent, the remission occurring in the morning, the exacerbation in the evening. The pulse was 104 yesterday evening, to-day it is 84. The skin is harsh, dry, and in the evening hot. The urine is turbid, and deposits a slimy sediment, not pathognomonic.
" After a comparison of these three series of phenomena, there can be no doubt that the case is one of abdominal typhus in the second seven-day period.
" In modern times, we have heard of attempts to cut short this disease, to render it abortive from the first, or at least to alleviate the symptoms. This method is directly opposed to that which is founded on the principle that, after rigors have once set in, and all the symptoms of the disease are manifested, it must be allowed to run its course, through all its stages. The elder physicians (as Hildebrandt, Stoll, Richter,) have attempted to cut short the disease by emetics, and maintain that these have been the most effectual when gastric symptoms are manifest. I must distinctly express my disapproval of this means, which I have never found beneficial, even when ipecacuan only has been given. So far from cutting short or ameliorating the disease, I believe emetics have had an injurious effect, especially when tartar emetic has been combined with ipecacuan. At least, I found it so, in the case of some strong healthy nurses in the Julius hospital at Wurzburg, who were attacked with typhus fever after nausea, taking cold, &c.
An emetic was administered to them, and the tongue became still more coated.
The stools were rendered also more frequent, and death in some instances took place on the fourth day. The similarity between this disease and the acute exanthemata ought not to be overlooked. As in the latter the eruptions are the most marked where the skin is irritated, (as, for example, after bleeding in smallpox, the pocks are most numerous around the wound in the vein,) so after the irritation of an emetic on the intestinal mucous membrane, in the former, the eruption is likely to be more vivid. It is for similar reasons that simple saline aperients are so hurtful in this disease. Partly for these theoretical reasons, and partly " Post-mortem examination. On the muscular and peritoneal covering of the small intestines there were found small bodies, varying in size from a millet to a pea, and filled with a cheesy substance. In the lower portion of the small intestine, not far from the caecum, were a few small ulcers, the largest no bigger than a lentil; these were in the act of healing. In the large intestine, about four or five inches from ilio-caecal valve there were a few similar ulcerations, but a little larger. The affection of the intestinal mucous membrane was much less than is usually noticed in this disease. There were a few miliary tubercles on the pleura pulmonalis. On removing the skull, the convolutions of the brain were found flattened, and the sulci of the pia mater contained a yellowish gelatinous lymph. This was in greatest quantity at the base of the skull, around the chiasma and infundibulum. The vessels were congested; the lateral ventricles, and particularly the left, filled and dilated with fluid, so that the fornix was stretched and appeared softened. Tubercles, the size of beans, were found in both hemispheres of the cerebellum. 
